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Abstract:  
The aim of the present study is to figure out the impact of socio-economic factors on the diffusion of 
agricultural innovations in agricultural practices of the farmers of village Sotwala, District Panchkula, Haryana. It 
was observed that some innovations like application of fertilizers, sprays, dyes, insecticides, weedicides, usage 
of tractor, modification in agricultural implements were adopted as such by the farmers of this area, while 
some innovations like application of tobacco as an insecticide, plantation of flower crop as commercial 
cropping, utilization of field boundaries by planting safeda (Eucalyptus hybrid) trees and selling them after they 
have grown etc. were in practice by only one farmer in the area. This study tries to figure out as to why these 
innovations are adopted or rejected, what is the role of socio-economic factors in this regard. Keeping all this in 
eye, a list of objectives can be prepared as follows: 

 To figure out the agricultural innovations in the area 

 To trace which of these agricultural innovations have been diffused in the agricultural practices of the 
area, and which are not 

 To know the basic aim of the farmer behind practice of agriculture 

 To find the sources of agricultural education among the farmers of the area 

 To enlist the factors operational in adoption or rejection of an agricultural innovation 

 To study the impact of the diffused agricultural innovations  
  
  

Hypothesis  
After the scrutiny of the available literature and a visit to the area under investigation the following hypotheses 
were listed for evaluation.  

 Fertilizer, Sprays and Dyes as an agricultural innovation has been accepted by the farmers of this village 

 Tractors have been adopted by the farmers of this area as a useful agricultural innovation 

 Educational status is a factor in adoption or rejection of an agricultural innovation 

 Commercial cropping is practiced by the farmers of this area 

 The area lacks in agricultural awareness programs regarding new agricultural tools and techniques 
  
Conclusion:  

1. Fertilizers, Spray and Dye as an agricultural innovation has been accepted by the farmers of this area 
2. Tractors have been adopted by the farmers of this area as a useful agricultural innovation 
3. Educational status is not a factor in the adoption or rejection of an agricultural innovation in the given area in 

present frame of time 
4. Commercial cropping is not practiced by the farmers of this area 
5. The area lacks in agricultural awareness programs regarding new agricultural tools and techniques 

As stated by the researcher in the research methodology that adoption of an agricultural innovation is a 
function of many factors, of which socio-economic factors are amongst the most important ones. Of course, 
the figures do speak to some extent, but the reasons for such figures have the same importance as the figures 
themselves. It is up to the researcher to establish an interrelation between the quantitative and the qualitative 
data obtained in the field work. In the discussion, the present researcher is trying to move in this direction and 
derive a relationship between facts, and to suggest some ways for the benefit of the agricultural scenario in the 
area.  

 


